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Ask yourself these questions: Which format js more
was each written? Which is easier to reags

Remember that when you compare
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graphs, timelines, illustrations, photographs, or maps.
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By practicing the skill of comparing and contrasting texts In different formats, you will improve your stuay

and test-taking abilities, especially as they relate to the GED® Reasoning Through Language Arts Test. -
Read the passages below. Then answer the question that follows. 3

ABIGAIL ADAMS LETTER THE WHITE HOUSE, 1803
Washington, 21 November 1800 r=- ﬂp&? E$nc:“;h o-———
My Dear Child: | "1“"9" (Widames Museu Urinielgy

You must keep all this to yourself, and, when " Room A Audienca i
asked how | like it, say that | write you the = == e e Cramter ]
situation is beautiful, which is true. The house :lé?g:;g;:g B e f°ss‘ 2 E 1
is made habitable, but there is not a single I. = ‘
apartment finished ... We have not the least S ppresidents Bty
fence, yard, or other convenience [outside], and (Présﬁgii’gﬁm)t pemr g i
the great unfinished audience room | made a e ' iy
drying room of, to hang up the clothes in. The - mhmmd

principal stairs are not up, and will not be this
winter. Six chambers are made comfortable;

two are occupied by the President and Mr. Source: whitehousemuseum.org
Shaw; two lower rooms, one for a common
arlor, and one for a levee room. Upstairs et ST
E()here is thaoval room .. and has tt?e — (o - Notice that the first text is in a letter format
y e w ; iagram.
furniture in it. It is a very handsome room now; el setend s 2 loorplanple

o . Both contain some similar information. 7
but, when completed, it will be beautiful. e e S O el
From LETTER TO HER DAUGHTER FROM THE NEW WHITE FREGEI G S se bR e
HOUSE, by Abigail Adams, © 1800 :{ Q The letter and floor plan give information @

~ the White House during different administrations: &
%k - those of John Adams and Thomas Jefferson: -
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TEST-TAKING TIPS Both the letter and the floor plan show that
- Bage your answers on A. the White Hou o e . in the.
information in the passages -' early 1800s, ¢ foday is different from the White HoUS®

:_5? imag_pc. Other angwer - the White House w,
choices may be accurate, residents lived in it

B
but correct angwers mugt C. many years of hard _ , . i the
come from what nov are D White House. work and planning went into buildind = &

. st
as still a work in progress even after the fi :

asked to read or interpret, - building ang decoratin ' se W
‘ f c . s HOU 3
rather than from prior -: higher than eXxpected. e, 2 arlginal WS 3
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ROSA PARKS, ACTIVIST

gefore the day Parks refulsed to giv_e up her
1 cat, she had spent twelve years involyeg
bus ** local NAACP chapter; ... local teachers;
ith hi er members of Montgomery’s African
and ot an community. The summer before,
erIChad attended a ten-day training session
parks nessee's labor and civil rights organizing
at Te”' the Highlander Center, where she'd met
scholgér generation of civil rights activists, like
an otima Clark, and discussed the Supreme
giﬂrt’s recent decision banning “separate but
gqual” schools. In the process, Parks also
pecame familiar with previous challenges to
segregation: Another Montgomery bus boycaott,
fity years earlier, had successfully eased some
restrictions; and & bus boycott in Baton Rouge
had won limited gains two years before,
»  Inshort, Parks’ decision didn’'t come out
of nowhere. ... Rather, she was part of 3
longstanding effort to create change, when
success was far from certain and setbacks were
routine. That in no way diminishes the personal
courage, moral force, and historical importance of
her refusal to surrender her seat. But the full story
of Rosa Parks reminds us that her tremendously
consequential act, along with everything that
followed, depended on all the humble, frustrating

work that she and others had undertaken earlier
on. ...

From SOUL OF A CITIZEN: LIVING WITH CONVICTION IN
CHALLENGING TIMES by Paul Rogat Loeb, © 2010

2 How are the Passage and timeline similar in scope?
Both present a clear chronological review of
Parks’s |ife.

- Both highlighy Parks’s importance in the civil
fights Movement.

Both provige information about Parks's activities
before 1955

1954 °Mr berspectives on the Supreme Court's
&Cision banning segregation.

t2
I Argumenl Anan.__.

she leave bys 3

Joins NAACP (National Association for the

Adve.lpcement of Colored People). Works to
mobilize voter registration.

1944 Works at Maxwell Ajr Force Base: rides
Integrated trolley and is inspired by the
eXperience.

Aftgr three unsuccessful attempts, Parks

registers to vote.

1949 Works at Montgomery NAACP as secretary
to local president, Edgar Nixon, and later as
advisor to NAACP Youth Council. Parks's
husband, Raymond Parks, works to help free
defendants in Scottsboro case.

1950 Works as part-time seamstress for liberal
white couple who encourage her civil rights
efforts.

1954 Supreme Court rules public school
segregation unconstitutional. Receives
scholarship to attend workshop for community
leaders working on desegregation.

1955 Arrested on December 1 for refusing to give

up seat to white passenger on segregated

bus. Fined for violating segregation laws.

Montgomery Improvement Association,

led by Martin Luther King, Jr., formed on

December 5 to protest incident. Montgomery,

Alabama, bus boycott begins.

1945

3. Which is the most accurate statement about the
passage and the timeline?

A. Both indicate that Parks's 1955 arrest was not
an isolated incident.

B. Both cover a specific period of 12 years.

C. Both offer opinions about Parks's courage. _

D. Both present all of the same information but in

different formats.

4. Paragraph 1 of the passage relates to the timeline by

A. contradicting information in the first five years

indicated in timeline. s o ‘
lr:t:;zhr?t?oning some civil rights activities, which

r in the timeline. . -
appeira:arizing important events in Ffarks s-llfe.-
= ;Lrj:senting opinions about events in the timeline.

79
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W By practicing the skill of comparing and contra
your study and test-taking abilities, €
Arts Test. Read the passages below.

INDIVIDUALISM AND THE PEACE CORPS

[T]he Peace Corps is an example of free
enterprise at work. Itis a working model of
some of the most basic and fundamental
American ideas and beliefs. First, the Peace
Corps is based upon the individual—his
freedom, his initiative and his responsibility.
We take Americans, give them three months’
intensive training and set them to work in a

foreign land. They do not live in a group or in

a barracks. They are sometimes alone; in a
strange village. They decide how hard they will
work, what projects they will undertake, where
they will travel.

From SPEECH BEFORE THE COMMONWEALTH CL
CALIFORNIA by R. Sargent Shriver, 1963 e

et =
7 2 e

geShrlver emphasizes the importance of
- individualism and supports this assertion. For
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organizer, not a participant.
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example, Peace Corps members often live alone, |
in a strange village.” His perspective is from an A\
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KIKUYU BINDS

The women cluck at me sympathetically
and admonish the children. For all the heart
| put into new tasks—building raised beds,
gardening—the women know too well the
ongoing struggle. Kikuyu requires vigilance.
The persistent grass returns to reclaim its hold ¢
on the earth as soon as a back is turned. And
these women have many babies, fields to plow, &
boulders to move, corn to shuck and grindinto ¢
flour, houses of manure and mud to buildand
floors to sweep. Their heads are often down:
their backs often bent.

From KIKUYU BINDS by Michele Graves, Courtesy of t"®
Peace Corps, © 2010
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‘ IRECT s: Read the remainder of the
D 5. Then use the drag-and-drop option to

sagd
szsﬂplete the chart.

lND[VIDUALISM AND THE PEACE CORPS
ve enough money to live, are

They rece
b for America and are expected

sent to do a0

10 do thatjob-
We operate this way because we have

faith in the American individual—nhis skill and
his dedication. We do it because we believe
in personal responsibility—not in corporate
anonymity or bureaucratic protection. And this
faith has been justified.

second, the Peace Corps exemplifies and
erates private enterprise. We have
no organization men, no protected corporation
jobs, no pensions, NO coffee breaks. We place
the Volunteer down in a new environment and
say to him. See what you can come up with.
And we often find that they have become the
Wright Brothers or Edisons or Fords of the

world in which they are living.

From SPEECH BEFORE THE COMMONWEALTH cLuUB OF
CALIFORNIA by R. Sargent Shriver, 1963

gven gen

KIKUYU BINDS

Soon | croon to myself as | find a regular
thythm in my digging- | add “Lesotho Fatse La
Bontat’a Rona” and “Fiela” to my repertoire. |
grow tanner and, somehow, fatter, although |
walk f[a]rther for groceries than | ever will in
my life: an hour and a half over a mountain
alongside barefooted grandmothers who carry

50-pound bags of flour on their heads. My
hands crack and weather. | learn to speak the
d flowing like

language, Sesotho, beautiful an
s or the rivers | cross

en villages in the
to the women
ords | KNOW.

wind through corn stalk
on my travels by foot to sev
;’a“ey-_l explain my mission
n halting phrases, using the W
Softness. Life.

an; fr"lx thg soil with air and co
raisegke it |r}to a fine mesh pile
i bed sits a foot off the earth buoyed
! Molecules of air and moisture-retalmng

Mpost. Sifted light and fluffy 85 cake

w manuré
d high. The
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Ilaorl)irr(.)(l)ttprofwdes a home for the tender long
fraglle :: of carrots, bulbous onions and the
o an(t;ots of tomatqes. On a diet of boiled
s lcabbage, children suffer and die.
do so’lp ot gf earth the size of a grave with
& i Krovndes space to grow foods with
. inAandC tha!t prevent diseases with
sequences as difficult as their names;
marasmus, kwashiorkor. ,

From KIKUYU BINDS by Mi
Peace Corps, © 2010 y Michele Graves, Courtesy of the

Drag and drop the statements into the correct
chart.
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Drag-and-Drop Answer Options

s that the Peace Corps represents

emphasize
deals and ingenuity

American |
appeals t0 human sympathy

Corps by providing an

promotes the Peace

overview of the program
perience from the

has gained knowledge and eX

erican patriotism

m

appeals 10 A
ps by providing

describes the Peace Corps
aspects of a specific experience
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