Introductory Paragraphs

Read through these example paragraphs and underline the thesis statement.
When you are finished, choose what you think are the three strongest thesis
statements and explain why.

1)

2)

3)

It is no secret that today’s workforce no longer consists entirely of people.
Rather, machines are being developed to complete many of the tasks which
humans have traditionally done. This can greatly increase productivity and
efficiency of simple, repetitive tasks. Many people view this as a great
positive and point out that it leads to a more uniform and less expensive
product which is better for everyone. However, some people are more
wary of this popular trend of automating the workforce and question
whether this progress is truely positive. Their concerns, though, are
outweighed by the benefits these machines offer.

As a lifelong crabber (that is, one who catches crabs, not a chronic
complainer), | can tell you that anyone who has patience and a great love
for the river is qualified to join the ranks of crabbers. However, if you want
your first crabbing experience to be a successful one, you must come
prepared.

Working part-time as a cashier at the Piggly Wiggly has given me a great
opportunity to observe human behavior. Sometimes | think of the shoppers
as white rats in a lab experiment, and the aisles as a maze designed by a
psychologist. Most of the rats--customers, | mean--follow a routine pattern,
strolling up and down the aisles, checking through my chute, and then
escaping through the exit hatch. But not everyone is so dependable. My
research has revealed three distinct types of abnormal customer: the
amnesiac, the super shopper, and the dawdler.




4)

5)

6)

As technology improves, and more and more tasks are completed by
machines instead of humans, the question is no longer about what we can
do with machines, but rather what we should. Although the usage of
machines increases efficiency and our standard of living, it detracts from
the value of human life.

Stephen King, creator of such stories as Carrie and Pet Cemetery, stated
that the Edgar Allan Poe stories he read as a child gave him the inspiration
and instruction he needed to become the writer that he is. Poe fills the
reader's imagination with the images that he wishes the reader to see,
hear, and feel. His use of vivid, concrete visual imagery to present both
static and dynamic settings and to describe people is part of his technique.

Hillary Rodham Clinton once said that “There cannot be true democracy
unless women's voices are heard.” In 2006, when Nancy Pelosi became the
nation’s first female Speaker of the House, one woman’s voice rang out
clear. With this development, democracy grew to its truest level ever in
terms of women’s equality. The historical event also paved the way for
Senator Clinton as she warmed her own vocal chords in preparation for a
presidential race.

The music was composed as a drinking song for an 18th-century London
social club. The words were written in 1814 by Francis Scott Key to
commemorate a battle. And on March 3, 1931, "The Star-Spangled Banner"
officially became the national anthem of the United States. Ever since then,
people have been complaining that the tune is unsingable and the lyrics are
offensive. In response to these complaints, a bill was recently filed in
Congress to replace "The Star-Spangled Banner" with "America the
Beautiful" as our national anthem. For a number of reasons, this bill
deserves wide support.




