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7 Planning

P
On Part II of the GED Language Arts Wr1t1ng Test you will have

. 45 minutes to write an essay on an assigned topic. Because you are

expected to write only one draft, you should spend about five

" minutes planning your essay. Thinking abotit the topic and then
. gathering ideas, examples, and supporting details are critical in

creating a successful GED essay. That is why the first step in the
‘writing process is plannmg

.1’Understandlng the Wntlng Assrgnment

The second part of the GED Language Arts, Writing Test isa
wrltmg asmgnment for an essay: “This test requires you to state
your view on a topic and to support that view with examples
For 1nstance here isa typlcal GED Wr1t1ng a551gnment

- Has modern technology, such as the computer _
made peoples I|ves better or worse’? , The instruetions
Wnte an essay to explam your view. on that toptc / ‘tell what kind of

R ‘Use your personal ebservations; experience, information to
give in your essay.

and knowledge to support your view.

The l<ey words explam your view tell what you should do in your
essay: This chart contains key words commonly used in essay.
1nstruct1ons that are clues to the l<1nd of 1nformatton you should g1ve

If the lnstructlons say o o You should

explam why . . write about causes or reasons -

state the reasons o : I
| explain the effects , - : write about effects -

discuss the advantdges and :

' disadvantages - .« ..

describe - T discuss'the qualities of something

state your position , | tell what you thmk about an 1ssue
| present your view . and why

give your opinion -

discuss the similarities and * explain how things are ahke
. - differences ' NP and different
‘compare and contrast :
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‘'main idea

the most important
~ point you are trying
- to make ‘

162

Your main ldea shouldg
be’ one. sentence S
. that'is broad enough
to coverallyour - 8
supportmg ldeas

| Therefore, your main idea statement should be somethmg hke

Determmmg Your Main Idea

After you gather ideas on a topic, you ! need to determine the mam

ideaof your essay. The main idea is the most 1mportant ‘point you”
" are trylng to make about the topic: T o determine your main idea, look

at all your ideas and try to figure out what they have in common. .

For example, if the topic is about the positive and negative effects -
of technology, see if your ideas are mostly positive effects, negative .
effects, or both, If you wrote mostly positive effects, your main idea

' mlght be Overall,, technology has had many positive effects on soczely
" Look at the list of ideas gathered for this toplc. '

‘TOPlC ‘Are thete more advantages or disadvantages to owmng a car?

have to pay for insurance
pollutes the air more than pubhc transportatlon
~ buying and upkeep cost more than takmg the bus
- can go where you want, when you want '
not always easy to find parking L
have privacy in a cat ‘ o

Put a check mark by the sentence that best states the main

idea of this llst

__- (a) Owning a car has many advantages
(b) Car ownership has many d1sadvantages

Most of the ideas relate to the problems that car owners have.
Therefore, a good main idea for this list Would be optlon (b)

Read the toplc and ideas below erte a maln jidea
statement.

' TOPlC Is it better to own or rent your home?

renters have to depend on the landlord for' repans .

buying a home is a good investment :
if you own, you're responsible for repairs and mainte'nance

tenters can be forced to move when lease isup
rents can increase suddenly
have to pay property taxes if you own

Main idea statement, __,__‘__—————————————'—'/

Most of the ideas listed are advantages of ownmg a home.

Ownmg your home is better than rentmg
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